
A “NO NEWS” UPDATE 

  “What is going on with the Aquifer Science/Campbell Ranch water case?” 

The answer is: not much yet.  As mentioned in our March 2015 update, the Deep Well 

Protest Group has continued to work with the NM Environmental Law Center and our 

new attorney there, Jonathan Block.  (Bruce Frederick has returned to government 

service with Santa Fe County.)  Jonathan has been familiarizing himself with the case 

and has access to Bruce for any questions. 

  

Even though we won the case and the Office of the State Engineer ruled against Aquifer 

Science, an appeal was filed by Aquifer Science.  That means that the case will be 

heard all over again by the water judge in the District Court. 

So we continue to wait for the likely next step:  The District Court needs to set a date for 

a scheduling conference where a timeline for events will be established.    

 Because the appeal will be heard by the only designated water judge in the district, the 

calendar could be busy and progress has been slow. 

  

 WHAT THE FUTURE MAY HOLD 

The best guidance at this time is to use our experience from the initial hearing with 
the Office of the State Engineer as an indication of how the appeal will proceed.  In 
general terms, we should expect the effort and expense needed for the appeal will 
be similar to that needed in the initial hearing since this is formally a de novo case 
in which all this issues must be presented again. 
 
 

 A FEW CONCLUDING WORDS – 

  
Although none of us are looking forward to more years of a legal battle, we are 
delighted that the decision from the State Engineer was fully on our side and that 
encourages us that the appeal will also be in our favor.  In the meantime, we want 
to again express our great appreciation to everyone who supported us over the 
past four years – it is absolutely true that we could not have succeeded without 
your support!!  We hope you will all continue your strong support during this appeal 
phase of the battle!! 
  

(More information about the New Mexico Environmental Law Center, as well as an 

article about our success in the Aquifer Science hearing, can be found at 

http://nmelc.org/ . 

http://nmelc.org/

